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GARDEN BAY SAILING CLUB
In Memoriam
Tom Barker

It was with a sense of great loss that the 
sailing community of Pender Harbour 
heard of the death of Tom Barker on 
Saturday 24 August.  Tom was, as you all 
know, the co-founder of the Garden Bay 
Sailing Club, and he has been the driving 
force behind the club since 1989.
His passion and love of sailing was 

infectious and many a novice can thank him 
for his  encouragement and interest.  He was 
the person behind the Junior Sailing 
programme, which the club ran for many 
years, and thanks  to him  many a future 
sailor was formed under his tutelage.
When Tom bought his  new C&C he often 

said with a twinkle in his eye “oh, is this 
ever a steep learning curve that I am  on.”  
This was sailing on the edge, and he loved 
it.
Tom was a skilled sailor and knew the ins 

and outs of our harbour better than 
anyone.   It was with this knowledge that he 
was often to be seen leading the fleet 
around the bays each Saturday. 
It is  fair to say that without his  tenacity 

there would be no GBSC, and I know that 
Tom would want us to continue to foster the 
art and love of sailing in Pender Harbour.  
Tom died doing what he loved to do.  He 
was leading the race at the time, and he had 
a competitor biting at his heels....the race 
was on and Tom loved to race.
Our thoughts are with the Barker family at 

this sad time.  Tom you will be missed. 

New Format
This month we are starting a new series 

which will feature the boats that we sail.  
We still have a few Skipper’s Profiles to do 
and they will be added in later months.

Skipper’s Boat
Peregrine  C&C 29 Mk I

C&C Yachts is  a boating industry epic.  
The company was founded by George 
Cuthbertson and George Cassian who got 
together with three boatbuilders in 1969 to 
capitalize on their joint racing success (Red 
Jacket, a C&C design built by Erich 
Bruckman and the first balsa-cored racer 
ever, won the 1968 SORC).  Ian Morch and 
George Hinterhoeller were the other 
originals.  Few sailboat manufacturers  have 
ever achieved such dominance.  But with the 
recession in the 80’s C&C fell on hard times 
and fo l lowing owner sh ip changes, 
receivership,  a fire in 1994 they were finally 
acquired in 1997 by Fairport Marine the 
parent company of  Tartan Yachts.

Peregrine, a C&C 29 mark I, reflected the 
design thinking of the time (1977), which 
was  to take some volume out of the 
underbody and put it in the topsides thus 
reducing wetted surface.  The 29 was 
distinctly flattened on the bottom adjacent 
to the keel.  This flat was  anticipated to 
provide some lift or planning effect when 
the boat was sailed relatively flat off the 
wind.  This volume was placed above the 
water line in rather extreme topside flair.  
This had the result of producing a rather 
tender boat at the dock and initially under 
sail.  As the boat healed the flare became 
immersed and the boat stiffened markedly.  

The more flair immersed the stiffer it 
became, however every Mark 1 owner has 
had unintentional and undesired round ups 
into the wind where the combination of the 
immersed hull shape and rudder made it 
impossible to prevent it unless you had 
someone very quick on the traveller.  An 
additional benefit of this thinking was a 
very beamy and roomy interior above the 
water line. Unfortunately, as the boat healed 
and immersed all that topside flair it started 
to slow down.  The greater the heel the 
slower the boat went.  The immersed flair 
created increased drag and had the 
unwanted consequence of providing a large 
surface for the water flow to tend to push 
the the bow to windward.  That combined 
with the rudder becoming less effective at 
greater angles of heel and the natural 
tendency of a sailboat to round up made 
the 29 Mk1 difficult to keep going in a 
straight line.  Although more than 600 29 
Mk1 sold, it was one of Cuthbertson’s  least 
favorite designs, and the design thinking was 
changed.  In view of the tenderness of the 
design a common modification was the 
addition of a C&C designed 500 pound 
“shoe” which was  affixed to the bottom of 
the keel.

However there were plusses to this design 
when it came to the interior which was 
spacious and in some ways equal to some 34 
and 36 foot competitors.

C&C went on to design another 29 MkII, 
but it bore little resemblance to the earlier 
version.

Both C&C 29s were built of solid 
fiberglass with balsa cored decks.  Part of 
C&C’s pioneering (in addition to balsa 
coring) was in the use of fiberglass “pans” 
or structured grids built into the boat to 
both locate furniture and help distribute 
loads.

Originally powered by an Atomic-4 
gasoline engine Peregrine was changed to a 
Yanmar in 1997.  The propellor was 
originally a 2 blade  Mar-Tec but this has 
also been upgraded twice and is now a 
Varifold two blade.

C&C 29 Mk1
General Specifications

LOA 29'7"
LWL 23'7"
Beam 10'4"
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GARDEN BAY SAILING CLUB 
Draft 5'3"
Ballast 2,700 lb.
Displacement 7,500 lb.
Sail Area 429 sq.ft.
Fuel Capacity 20 gal.
Water Capacity 30 gal.
Freeboard

   Forward 3.93'

   Midships 3.305'
   Aft 3.05'
Vertical Clearance      43.5"
Original Base Price $27,700 *

* f.o.b. Niagara-on-the-Lake, Canada

Sail Plan and Rigging Specs

Main 179 sq.ft.
Jib 250 sq.ft.
Total 429 sq.ft.
I 39.5'
J 12.8'
E 10.1'
Forestay 1/4" 1x19
Backstay 1/4" 1x19
Upper Shrouds 1/4" 1x19
Lower Shrouds      3/16" 1x19
Winches:
Primary(2) Barient #22
Jib Halyard Barient #10
Main Halyard Barient #10

Propulsion Data

Engine Yanmar 2GM20-F-G
Hp 18
Reduction Gear      1:1
Prop Varifold 2-blade

  Peregrine’s history

Built as hull #7CC291050477 in 1977 she 
was originally named Ailsa Craig  and her 
hull was a mustard colour.  During her 

early life she was also used as a summer 
charter, and was based out of Victoria. She 
took part in most of the local races and 
regattas as  well as the Swiftsure Race in 
1980. Then in 1983 she was sold to Bob 
O’Shaghnessy who raced her in all the 

local regattas from the Royal VicYC.  He 
renamed her Boxer and changed her hull 
colour to blue.  In 1996 she was sold to 
Terry Swain who moored her at Stamp’s 
Landing in Vancouver and he undertook a 
number of improvements over the next  
five years;  replacing the engine, new 
electrical panel, galvanic isolator, 
Autohelm ST4000 autopilot with remote, 
Autohelm depth sounder, stereo system, 
dodger, stern boarding ladder, Bruce 
anchor and rode, 3 burner propane stove 
with oven, 3 blade Campbell propellor etc. 
During this time she only was used for 
cruising.

In 2001 Boxer was bought by David and 
Louise who brought her to Pender to enjoy 
a new life.  In the past ten years she has 
been renamed Peregrine, been Awlgrip 
p a i n t e d , R a y m a r i n e S T 6 0 w i n d 
instruments  were added, new UK sails, 
new Dogger, Bimini, connector,  to name 
but a few improvements.

She may be old but as  some may say she 
is trusted and true.

Next Pub Meeting
The next gathering at the Garden Bay 

Pub will be on 14 September following the 
Race. Guests  are encouraged and 
welcome.

Sail Trim Talk
Stuart Dahlgren, the new owner of UK  

Sailmakers NW in Sidney, will be giving a 
talk on Sail Trim at the Garden Bay Pub 
on Wednesday 11 September at 6pm. This 
is  a great opportunity to learn about sail 
trimming and to ask those questions that 
we all have.  I would encourage as many of 
you as  possible to attend.  Please let me 
know if you plan to be there so that I can 
keep the Pub informed about numbers.

Summer Race Series 
This month we had four races, with a 

total of 34 boats showing up.  The 
highlight of the month was the trial of the 
new South East course.  Sadly the wind on 
both occasions did not cooperate which 

resulted in traffic jams  at the first mark, 
which was what we were hoping to avoid. 
We will experiment further.

The winner for August was  Area 51  with   
56.4 points, followed by Peregrine, Silver 
Bullet, and Pretender with 52.1, 47.8,  and 
44.2 points repectively.  

In the Series  since the beginning of April 
the order is Silver Bullet, Peregrine, BC 
Navigator, and Pretender.

Next month we will only have three races, 
as  the Race Cruise to Van Anda will tke 
place on the one weekend.

2nd. GBSC Race/Cruise to 
Van Anda 

The Van Anda Race/Cruise is a go for 7 
and 8 September. It will be a 10:00 AM 
start off Cape Cockburn on Nelson Island. 
Race instructions  have been sent to those 
who expressed interest in joining the race. 
Dinner will be a pot-luck on the dock. If 
you would like to participate, and have not 
already done so, contact David Hoens 
dhoens@dccnet.com and let him  know you 
will be coming.

The boats who are planning to go at this 
point are:  Wings II, Infidel, Frendy, Area 
51, Ainsley, Encore, Starlight, Celtic Sun and 
Pretender.

There will be no formal Harbour 
Race this weekend.

Sites worth A Visit
There are a couple of interesting sites 
worth a visit:
www.volvooceanrace.com
where there are a series of short videos 
about the making of the new Volvo one 
class  Ocean 65 that will be competing in 
the next 2014/5 race.
www.americascup.com
where the Finals of the Louis Vouitton 
races are to be found and the 34th 
America”s Cup will be covered as  of 
September 7th, between the defender 
Oracle USA and the contender Emirates 
Team New Zealand.  There should be 
some great racing.
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Farewell Sail Past for Tom Barker

Twenty-five boats took part in the Sail past for Tom 

on a lovely sunny Saturday.  

 The club then held their traditional Saturday Race 

in Tom’s memory. 

Afterwards an open house was held at the Barker 

home where many people shared their warm memories 

about Tom and Ann, who both had given so much to 

the Club, as well as to the Pender Harbour community.
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