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New Members

Please join me in welcoming the 
following new members to the GBSC:

Sean & Barb McAllister who have a 
Beneteau 42s7,  presently un-named.

Andy & Aurelia Cardiff who own a 

Catalina 27 called Barnacle.
Glen & Helen Broadfoot who sail an 

Ericson 38 called Moonspinner, and 

Keith & Jean Muir, who have sailed 

with us in the past, on Matilda a Catalina 

27. Keith and Jean are currently working 
in Australia, and proudly fly the GBSC 
pennant down under.

I cannot put enough emphasis  on  how 
important it is to get new members into the 
club, and I look forward to seeing them at 

our meetings, on the course as well as on 
the Race/Cruises.         Welcome!

Saturday Racing
I know there will be fewer boats  on the 

start line each week during the winter. 
I would appreciate it if anyone who is 

interested in doing the Saturday Race 

wou ld ca l l Dav id Twentyman at 
604-883-1199 on Saturday around 10am 
so that a decision can be made about 
racing & marks etc.    Thank You!

Van Anda Race/Cruise
The second race/cruise of the season 

took place on the weekend of September 
7-8.  

Seven boats took part in the 2-day trip 
to and from  Van Anda: Charlie Park 
Frendy, Andy Paulus Wings II, Dale 

Keer foot Infide l , G l en Broadfoot 
Moonspinner, Claus  Sjogren Pretender, Brad 

Lowell Hraefn and Kent Walker Ainsley.
Unfortunately there was little wind on 

either day, and no boats completed either 
leg under sail. 

Everyone did make it to Van Anda, 
where a fantastic pot-luck dinner was 

enjoyed by all on a perfect September 
evening. 

A special vote of thanks must be given 
to Andy Paulus, David Hoens and Charlie 
Park for organizing this whole trip.

There are some photographs  of the 
event on the club website. 

Race/ Cruise to Egmont
The next Race cruise will be to 

Egmont and will take place in October if 

there is enough interest. The  dates will be 
announced shortly.   If there are not  
enough boats the trip will be moved to the 

spring.

Sail Trim Seminar
On 11th September twenty-four 

members of the club showed up at the 
Garden Bay Pub to attend the Seminar on 
Sail Trim, given by the owner of UK 

Sailmakers NW, Stuart Dahlgren. 
The very instructive talk covered all 

aspects of sail trimming,  and was well 

illustrated with slides. 
I believe that everyone in the room 

learned something new.  It is fairly certain 

that as  a result of this talk we will all be 
attempting to utilize the full potential of 
our sails each and every time that we 
venture out, not only on the race course,  

but also while cruising.
Here are just some of the points that 

Stuart emphasized:

In light air (less than 8 knots)
Deepen sails,  make fuller.  Add more twist  

Release backstay.  Put boom on centre line 
(traveller up and release sheet.  Heel the 
boat a little.  Minimize crew movement.  
All Telltales should flow.

Medium Air (8-15 knots)
Keep sail flat.  Tighten leech.  Boom in the 

middle.  Top telltale should be hiding 1/2 
the time.  Inside telltales flutter 45%  of 

time, outer should fly straight back.  
Tighten headstay.

Stronger winds (15knots +)

Reduce the heel.  Flatten the sails, tighten 
backstay, tension sheet,  and adjust car 
position.  Add twist to sails.  Keep the helm 

balanced.  Keep sailing to the telltales and 
maintain a constant heel angle.  Trim to 
what feels  good.  Inside telltales should be 

45 degrees to vertical.  Sail to a larger wind 
angle, and position the traveller down

Next Pub Gathering
The next meeting will be held on 

Saturday, 19 October, after the race.  
There will also be the presentation of the 
Summer Series  Trophy to the winner and 
plaques to the runners up.  Make sure you 

come to cheer the winners on.

Racing Rules
A number of our members race in 

other fleets and they will be aware of the 

changes  that take place on a regular basis 
in the Rules of Racing.  Currently in the 
GBSC we have been sailing under what we 

called Club Rules, which in some cases 
dated back to 1997.  I have begun the 
process  of reviewing them and hope in the 

next month to be reissuing them.  Any 
updates  that have been made, are done to 
improve, clarify and  make the race course 
a safer place.  I hope that you will all read 

and study them when they come out.
Normally the new edition shows  the 

changes  by crossing out the no longer valid 

sentences and adding the new words in an 
highlighted colour.  

I will follow this process, but as there 

may be up to two changes  that have 
occurred between our version and the 
current rules it may seem a little confused.  
A final clean version will follow, once you 

have had a chance to see the changes.
                                  (continued on Page 2)
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The unfinished Ariel 48 in 
2001 

When launched in 2005 
without a mast or deck fittings 

Wings II Specifications
LOA  48’ 4”
LWL 38’ 9”
Beam  14’ 4”
Draft 8’ 11”
Ballast	 11,000 lbs
Engine75 HP Yanmar Diesel
Water Capacity	 120 gals
Fuel Capacity	 280 gals
Winches:
Primary	2 x Harken #60 3 speed
Mainsheet1 x Harken #44 2 speed
Halliards 2 x Harken #44 2 speed
Main/furler/outhaul 1 x Harken 
#40 2 speed
Sail Plan and rigging:
Main	 612 sq ft
Jib	 698 sq ft
Total	 1310 sq ft
I	 63.2 ft.
J	 18.4 ft.
P	 55.8 ft.
E	 21.3 ft.

Skipper’s Boat
Wings II Ariel 48 Custom

The Ariel 48 was designed by local naval 
architect Vladimir Plavsic in the early 1980s. It 
was one of the first hulls to benefit from 
computer aided design and was intended to 
balance racing and cruising to satisfy both 
segments of the sailing fraternity. The concept 
was to load the boat with “go-fasts” for serious 
IOR racing and to allow conversion to an easy-
handling cruiser. 

As a racer the Ariel was to be rigged with 
a lightweight tapered mast, rod rigging, 
hydraulic backstay and boom vang, adjustable 
babystay,  12 winches  plus coffee grinder, and a 
7 foot pedestal wheel. The cruising package 
boasted all the frills: three staterooms, 
apartment size galley, a large saloon with TV 
and library,  two heads (one with a bathtub), 
cooler and freezer and ample cupboard space.

      CRC Industries  of North Vancouver was 
to build the Ariel 48. Five hulls were laid-up 
in the mid-1980s but that’s  about as far as the 
venture got.  Falling victim  to the hard times 
of the eighties the company went out of 
business.  The unfinished hul ls  then 
languished in various yards  in and around 
Vancouver.

In 2001 skipper Andy Paulus was 
looking for a project boat when he found one 
of the unfinished hulls in a storage yard in 
Delta. It was a bare hull with a partially 
finished deck and came with the shell of a fin 
keel (unattached and without the lead ballast). 
It seemed like something that could be made 
into a sailboat so Andy dragged it home to 
Roberts Creek and got to work.

Andy’s vision for the Ariel 48 was slightly 
different than that of the designer. He wanted 
a comfortable cruiser which could be safely 
handled by husband and wife;  racing was  not 
part of the plan. Andy spent 4 years 
transforming the bare hull into sailboat and in 
the process becoming a jack of all trades. He 
did everything himself: mechanical, electrical, 
plumbing, fibreglass, metal work and cabinetry.

Wings II was launched in April 2005 but 
was far from complete at that time. She lacked 
a mast, rigging and deck fittings.  Rob Burton, 
of Bluewater Spars and Rigging, designed the 
deck hardware layout and supplied and 

installed the Selden mast and rigging. The rig 
features  a furling foresail, in-mast furling for 
the mainsail, and removable inner forestay and 
runners. Sails were made by Leitch & McBride 
Sails of  North Vancouver. 

It wasn’t until October 2008 that Wings  II 
went out under sail for the first time. By then 
she was more or less compete. The spacious 
interior has 2 main cabins with queen sized 
births, a large galley and dining area, a head 
with separate shower and ample storage 
lockers.  She’s equipped with propane fridge, 
stove and BBQ, an Espar diesel heater plus 
most of the bells and whistles you would expect 
on a yacht of  her size.

As far as Andy knows, Wings II is the only 
Ariel 48 to be completed.

Wings II taking part in the 2013 
Round Bowen Regatta

Andy is a keen and regular participant in 
our Saturday races and a willing volunteer at 
many of our functions, like the Malaspina 
Regatta BBQ and the Race/Cruise to Van 
Anda.

Andy is another of those talented 
members that number as  members of the 
Garden Bay Sailing Club.   We are very 
fortunate and look forward to many years of 
his involvement in the club’s activities.
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